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of community and reminding us all what it truly
means to be a good neighbor.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Family Pantry of Cape Cod as it
continues to fight against hunger in Massachu-
setts today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
295, H.R. 4201, had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL
LUSSIER

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Michael Lussier, President and CEO
of Webster First Federal Credit Union, as he
completes his tenure as Chairman of the
Board at the National Association of Federal
Credit Unions (NAFCU). Elected to the
NAFCU Board in 2005, Mike has been a de-
voted and effective leader in the credit union
industry.

Given the challenges the country faces in
recovering from the financial crisis, Mike’s re-
sponsibilities as chair have been particularly
strenuous. Nonetheless, he has done a mas-
terful job balancing his time as Chairman of
the NAFCU Board and his responsibilities at
Webster First Federal Credit Union where he
first became President/CEO in 1990 at the
age of 29. Originally founded as a Polish-eth-
nic credit union in the 1920’s, Webster First
currently serves over 47,000 member-owners
in Massachusetts’ Worcester, Essex, Mid-
dlesex, and Suffolk counties.

Throughout his tenure as Chairman of the
NAFCU Board of Directors, Mike has been a
tireless advocate for credit unions and the
members they proudly serve. He has testified
before both chambers of Congress on regu-
latory relief issues for credit unions ranging
from member business lending to those stem-
ming from the Dodd-Frank financial reform
legislation signed into law in 2010. Mike is
also currently a board member of Mass Share
Insurance Corp (MSIC) and on the board of
Pentegra Retirement Services. Over the years,
he has been a trustee of Becker College, on
the boards of the Better Business Bureau, Ro-
tary Club, local hospitals, and the American
Red Cross. Mike is also a licensed General
Aviation Pilot.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me today in congratulating Michael Lussier as
he reaches the end of his tenure as the
NAFCU Board Chairman. It is my under-
standing that Mike will remain on the NAFCU
Board in another capacity and | am sure his
experience in credit union management will
continue to be an asset to the NAFCU and the
larger credit union community.
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CONGRATULATING THE SALIS-
BURY UNIVERSITY MEN’S LA-
CROSSE TEAM ON WINNING
THEIR 10TH NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP IN THE 2012 NCAA
TOURNAMENT FINAL ON MAY
27TH, 2011

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Salisbury University Men’s
Lacrosse team on winning the 2012 division
three lacrosse national championship with a
14 to 10 victory in the 2012 NCAA tournament
final over Cortland University, on May 27th,
2011.

The Salisbury Sea Gulls join an elite group
of Division Il programs in NCAA history in col-
lecting at least 10 national championships.

They became the seventh squad under
head coach Jim Berkman to complete a per-
fect season with 23 wins and no losses. Also,
senior midfielder Sam Bradman was named
the Most Outstanding Player in the NCAA
Tournament for the second consecutive sea-
son.

Salisbury University is located in the heart
of the Eastern Shore of Maryland and is a
Maryland University of National Distinction. |
am honored and proud to represent them in
Maryland’s 1st Congressional District.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF LUPUS
AWARENESS WEEK

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
co-chair of the Congressional Lupus Caucus,
to recognize and honor Lupus Awareness
Week. As Members of Congress, we need to
do all that we can to get the word out about
this little understood, yet life-threatening auto-
immune disease.

Lupus affects 1.5 million Americans, of
which 90% are female, yet no one patient ex-
periences the same pattern of symptoms. In
fact, a wide variety of medications must be
used to treat the disease since the manifesta-
tions of Lupus vary dramatically from one per-
son to another.

Unfortunately, many more people suffer in
silence as they have yet to be diagnosed with
Lupus. Many symptoms of Lupus mimic those
of other illnesses, and symptoms can come
and go over time, which makes diagnosis dif-
ficult. Consequently, an accurate diagnosis of
Lupus can take as long as four years and usu-
ally comes after visits to more than three phy-
sicians.

But, through Lupus awareness month and
other grassroots efforts to raise awareness,
more and more people with Lupus are leading
healthier lives and living longer than at any
time in history.

Furthermore, researchers are working to
better understand the complexity of lupus and
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are making great strides in the quest for more
effective treatments. Today, there are more
than two dozen potential drugs for Lupus in
the development pipeline.

Lupus is still complex and unpredictable, but
with each day that passes, we are coming
closer to greater relief from this disease. For
this reason, | will continue to raise awareness
and do what | can to secure the resources
needed to build upon the steady strides al-
ready achieved in Lupus research and devel-
opment.

THANKING OUR LOCAL BROAD-
CASTERS FOR KEEPING US SAFE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow marks
the official start of the 2012 hurricane season.
As we prepare for the potential disasters that
could strike our city, | want to recognize and
thank the men and women who put their lives
at risk and work 24/7 to provide lifesaving in-
formation to our local communities: America’s
broadcasters.

Local broadcasters are the most important
source of vital emergency information for all
Americans and serve as the backbone of the
public warning system.

Everyone remembers Hurricane Irene from
late last August. Although it had been down-
graded to a tropical storm by the time it made
landfall in New York, the city and my district
narrowly escaped serious damages. The day
after Irene hit, there was no service on the
Metro-North Railroad and flooding along the
Harlem Line. New York City Transit employ-
ees had to pump water out of the 148th
Street/Lenox Subway Yard. In fact, my district
office is only half a block from a Zone B evac-
uation area. Thankfully, the damage to New
York City and my district from Irene was mini-
mal, but next time we might not be so lucky.
In any such event, the invaluable contribution
of our local broadcasters will be critical to our
safety.

Disasters like these remind us of the essen-
tial role that broadcasters play in our commu-
nities. Local radio and television stations pro-
vide our local communities with important
news and other critical information, such as
emergency and severe weather warnings and
Amber alerts.

Broadcasters’ commitment to public service
is never more apparent than during times of
crisis. During an emergency, no other service
can match the ability of full power broad-
casting to deliver comprehensive, up-to-date
warnings and information to affected citizens.
Television broadcasters reach millions of
households across the country, while radio
reaches more than 241 million Americans
each week.

As the 2012 hurricane season gets under-
way and local communities continue to face
erratic weather conditions, | feel safer knowing
local broadcasters are dedicated and com-
mitted to saving lives by providing critical
news and information to our local commu-
nities.
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